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In 2016 the City Hall of Constanta, Romania had a
commendable idea, it wanted to put a Wallace
fountain in the center of the Archaeological Park
located near City Hall. A new Wallace fountain was
purchased from GHM, the foundry that continues
to manufacture Wallace fountains using the same
traditional decorative cast iron methods invented
in France during the early 19t century. The new
fountain was installed in the park’s center, at the

place where all pathways in the park converge.

The park is open to the public and is on the site of
the ancient fortress city, Tomis, founded around
500-475 BC by Greek colonists. Its walkways are
equivalent to the exhibition halls of an ancient
history museum displaying an outdoor collection
of ancient ruins and artifacts. The pathways are
lined with columns, ceramic vessels and other
historical vestiges dating back to the Roman-

Byzantine period of the fortress.

The park’s new fountain also may be a nod to the
city’s past. Historic photographs show a Wallace
fountain once stood at two different locations in

Constanta.

Photos dating from the early 1900’s show a
Wallace fountain by the Casino building on what is
now Elisabeta Boulevard, opposite the Jalea
Museum now installed in the former Pariano
House. One of the photos of the fountain on

Elisabeta Boulevard is dated February 1929.

A Wallace fountain also stood in front of a building
at Ovidiu square. This could be a second Wallace
fountain or the one from Elisabeta Boulevard

moved to this location. The photos of Ovidiu

square were taken after 1940. The fountain
remained in place even after extensive changes to

the facade of the building behind it.

Itis not known where these two Wallace fountains
came from, in what year they were placed at these
two locations or how they disappeared. What is
certain is that their existence is proven by the few

photographs taken during the interwar period.

If anyone has additional information about the
history or origin of these fountains, please share it

by contacting us at admin@wallacefountains.org.
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